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ABSTRACT—Numerous species of long-distance, Nearctic–Neotropical migratory birds use Venezuela as a
nonbreeding or migratory stopover site. We examined band recovery data (recaptures or dead-recoveries) in
Venezuela from 1926 to 2017. The band recovery data included 1,891 individual birds, representing 42 species
from 17 families. Banding countries or islands of origin included Argentina, French Guiana, Aruba, Barbuda,
the United States (U.S.) Virgin Islands, Trinidad, the continental United States, and Canada. Blue-winged teal
(Spatula discors; 1,432 of 1,891 total recoveries, 75.7%), royal tern (Thalasseus maximus; 117/1,891, 6.2%),
osprey (Pandion haliaetus; 93/1,891, 4.9%), common tern (Sterna hirundo; 88/1,891, 4.7%), and bobolink
(Dolichonyx oryzivorus; 27/1,891, 1.4%) were the most common banded birds in our assessment. Despite
ongoing banding efforts, other bird species banded in Venezuela have not been recovered or recaptured in
the Western Hemisphere. Despite significant social and political challenges that impede scientific research in
Venezuela, the bird-banding community in Venezuela is growing, and this growth will likely facilitate our
understanding of the annual cycle of numerous avifauna.

RESUMEN—Numerosas de especies de aves migratorias neárticas–neotropicales de larga distancia utilizan
Venezuela como hábitat durante la temporada no reproductiva, o como sitio de parada durante la migración.
Examinamos los datos de anillamiento (recapturas o recapturas muertas) en Venezuela entre 1926–2017. Los
datos de aves anilladas recuperadas incluyeron 1,891 aves de 42 especies y 17 familias. Los paı́ses o islas de
origen de los marcajes incluyeron Argentina, Guayana Francesa, Aruba, Barbuda, las Islas Vı́rgenes
Estadounidenses, Trinidad, Estados Unidas continental y Canadá. Las especies más comunes fueron Spatula
discors (1,432 de 1,891 total, 75.7%), Thalasseus maximus (117/1,891, 6.2%), Pandion haliaetus (93/1,891,
4.9%), Sterna hirundo (88/1,891, 4.7%) y Dolichonyx oryzivorus (27/1,891, 1.4%). A pesar de esfuerzos para
seguir anillando, otras especies de aves anilladas en Venezuela no se han recuperado en el hemisferio oeste. A
pesar de los importantes desafı́os sociales y polı́ticos para llevar a cabo la investigación cientı́fica en Venezuela,
el anillamiento de aves está creciendo en el paı́s, y este crecimiento probablemente facilitará nuestra
comprensión del ciclo anual de numerosa avifauna.

Anecdotal information about resighting of marked
birds has been documented since the time of Ancient
Rome and the Middle Ages. Systematic banding and
auxiliary marking techniques have been used for >100
years by professionals from numerous countries to study
long- and short-distance migrations, residency, survival,
longevity, and general ecology of birds. In the Americas,
the earliest systematic tagging of birds was conducted by
John James Audubon in the United States (U.S.) and
Ernest Seton in Canada. Audubon marked his first birds
in 1804 when, using small pieces of string, he banded five
eastern phoebe (Sayornis phoebe) chicks, two of which he
recaptured a year later near the site of their original
marking. The modern bird band, as we recognize it today,
dates to the end of the 19th century. In Europe, Danish
professor Hans Mortensen, often considered the father of
scientific bird-banding, banded several European star-

lings (Sturnus vulgaris) in 1899 using bands engraved with
a numerical code in addition to his name and address
(Preuss, 2001). In the United States, Paul Bartsch marked
100 black-crowned night herons (Nycticorax nycticorax;
Lincoln and Baldwin, 1929; Gustafson et al., 1997) with
the Smithsonian Institute in 1902. Systematic banding
spread rapidly, and by the middle of the 20th century, was
implemented in ~22 countries (Pinilla, 2000).

Mark–recapture–resighting data via bands and other
auxiliary markers has yielded insights into many aspects of
the ecology of birds, including connections between
breeding, migration or stopover, and nonbreeding areas;
longevity; survival; timing of molt and reproduction;
social habits; and causes of mortality (Jenni and Winkler,
1994; Pyle, 1997; Lentino et al., 2003; Jahn et al., 2013b;
Bravo et al., 2017; Brown et al., 2017). In addition,
numerous contemporary studies that use modern band-
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ing and auxiliary markers have shown surprising move-
ments by birds (do Nascimento et al., 2000; Bairlein,
2001; Capllonch et al., 2009; Jahn et al., 2013a; Ruiz-
Gutierrez et al., 2016; Siegel et al., 2016), and these new
data have real implications in context of understanding
the full annual cycle conservation of these species.

Bird Banding in Venezuela—Within North America and
the northern Neotropics, Canada, the United States,
Costa Rica, Peru, and Brazil have official in-country bird
banding programs. Venezuela has one of the most diverse
avifaunas in the world, ranking seventh in number of bird
species (1,393), despite its relatively small size (882,050
km2). Yet, there is currently no government agency that
oversees scientific banding of birds within the country,
although the use of bird banding has increased among
the scientific community, bird enthusiasts, and the
citizens of Venezuela. During the second half of the
20th century, birds were banded as part of several projects
in the country and some nongovernmental entities and
researchers now regularly band birds both seasonally and
year-round at a few locations. The longest-running project
was begun in 1990 by the Audubon Conservation Society
of Venezuela and the Friends of Henri Pittier National
Park Scientific Society, and this program is currently
under the direction of Dr. Miguel Lentino of the Phelps
Ornithological Collection. The original goal of this
project was to describe bird movements in the National
Park and obtain other information via bird banding
(Lentino, 2016). Other foreign and Venezuelan national
researchers have contributed knowledge of Venezuelan
resident and migratory birds through their own banding
studies (Table 1).

In 2013, the ARA MACAO Scientific Foundation, a
Venezuelan nonprofit research organization, started a
systematic bird banding study within the mainland of the
country as well as numerous Venezuelan islands. The
organization collaborated with the Institute for Bird
Populations to initiate the first Venezuelan banding
station in the Monitoreo de Sobrevivencia Invernal
(MoSI) program, an initiative designed to study the
nonbreeding-season ecology and survival of Nearctic–
Neotropical migratory land birds (DeSante et al., 2005).
As part of this initiative, researchers from ARA MACAO
and other organizations began to formalize and conduct
bird-banding instruction courses, with the goal of training
the next cohort of avian researchers. The Venezuelan
Bird Banding Program (PAAVe) was launched by ARA
MACAO, numerous other groups (AveZona, VerAves
Falcón, Fundación Guáquira, Fundación Esfera, and
Asociación Venezolana de Cetrerı́a y Conservación de
Aves de Presa), and individual researchers to accomplish
three major objectives: (1) conduct ornithological re-
search, (2) coordinate banding efforts, and (3) train
researchers to band birds ethically, safely, and scientifi-
cally.

To fill the need for bands and a centralized banding

system, the use of U.S.- and Canadian-stamped bird bands
has been relatively widespread throughout the northern
Neotropics. However, the lack of a single, coordinated
system throughout the hemisphere has limited the flow of
information and data sharing on band returns. In some
instances, throughout the hemisphere, workers that
recover a band are unsure of where the bird was banded
and whom to contact. Some groups, such as the Western
Hemisphere Bird Banding Network (Moreno et al., 2011)
and the Western Hemisphere Migratory Species Initiative
(Murillo et al., 2008) have made significant strides to
facilitate coordination among partners for migratory bird
research and management, but a bird banding system has
not yet emerged. Social media platforms and email chains
are at times used to track down information on bands or
other sighted markers, but these efforts are limited, not
centralized, and used irregularly, further underscoring
the need for a centralized system.

General Migration Patterns from North America to Venezu-
ela—Avifauna that stopover or winter in Venezuela
generally use one of two migratory routes (Fig. 1).

(1) The Caribbean route is used by birds that cross the
western Atlantic Ocean from eastern North America, or
the Antilles Islands, to reach the Venezuelan coast, where
birds often stop or stage before crossing the Coastal
Range at locations such as Paso Portachuelo, and
continue to the interior South American Llanos, Ama-
zonia, and southern South America. The Venezuelan
coast is an important route for migratory species in
September and October. Resightings and/or recaptures
of migrants are rare in spring, implying migrants may use
the Caribbean route less frequently on their return trip to
North America (Sainz-Borgo et al., 2020).

(2) The Andean route in the migratory pathway where
avifauna from North America, Central America, and the
Lake Maracaibo Basin cross the lower passes of the Andes
Mountains. For example, band recovery data suggest
migrants pass through Paso de Mucubajı́, a low pass in the
Andes, to get to the Llanos Region of interior South
America. Species may use variations on these routes, and
it is certainly possible to recapture or recover migratory
birds at other locations within Venezuela, especially
between September and May when large pulses of birds
are present in September–October and April–May be-
cause of migration (Phelps and Meyer de Schauensee,
1994; Hilty, 2003; Ascanio et al., 2017).

Band recoveries and radar surveillance suggest that
most North American–breeding waterfowl that reach
Venezuela migrate through Florida, and then across the
Caribbean Sea (Alerstam, 1993; Brown et al., 2017;
Whitaker et al., 2018; Witynski and Bonter, 2018; United
States Bird Banding Laboratory, 2020). However, some
waterfowl may reach Venezuela as vagrants, being carried
by strong ocean winds in the Caribbean. This phenom-
enon likely accounts for the irregular appearance of the
several North American ducks considered rare in Vene-
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zuela (Gómez-Dallmeier and Cringan, 1989). Band
recoveries also indicate that many tropical-breeding
species show significant intratropical movements through
Venezuela. For example, both boreal- and austral-breed-
ing species migrate to nonbreeding areas in Brazil,
Colombia, and Venezuela before moving again to other
areas within the tropics (Alves, 2007; Capllonch et al.,
2009). In Venezuela, little information exists on intra-
tropical movements or other places of seasonal residence.
Some Austral migrant fork-tailed flycatchers (Tyrannus

savana savana) depart from their breeding areas in
Argentina for the Amazon Basin regions of Bolivia and
Brazil, then later use second wintering sites in Colombia
and Venezuela before returning to Argentina to breed
(Jahn et al., 2013a). Band recovery data indicate there are
numerous migratory routes through Venezuela, but there
is currently a dearth of information pertaining to the
frequency of recapture or resighting of banded birds in
the country.

The objectives of this article are to (1) summarize
information related to band returns from the long-
distance movements of migratory birds captured or
banded in Venezuela, (2) draw inferences about move-
ment patterns, and (3) assess the implications for
conservation given the results from objectives 1 and 2.
Although many important banding studies have shed
light on aspects of the ecology of resident and migrant
species in Venezuela, the focus in this article is specific to

band recoveries of long-distance migrants from North
America.

METHODS—We contacted domestic and foreign researchers
and institutions involved in banding and marking birds to
collect information on band number, species, date, and banding
location for birds banded or recaptured or recovered in
Venezuela. We obtained information on birds that were banded
in the United States, Canada, and other countries that were
recaptured or observed in Venezuela, and Venezuelan-banded
birds recovered in the United States, Canada, and elsewhere. We
also (1) conducted a search of Venezuelan ornithological
literature in both Spanish and English, (2) accessed public
databases, web sites, blogs, social network, and Facebook groups,
and (3) contacted the United States Bird Banding Laboratory
and the Canadian Bird Banding Office for available records. We
compiled data in an Excel spreadsheet.

RESULTS—Band Recoveries in Venezuela from Birds Banded
Elsewhere—We compiled records of 1,891 band recoveries
in Venezuela between 1926 and 2017 from birds banded
in North America, the Antilles, and other countries in
South America (Table 2). The two oldest recoveries were
from two common terns (Sterna hirundo) harvested in
1926 and 1929, the first from the Venezuelan coast near
Sucre State, and the second from an unspecified location.
Both birds were banded in Massachusetts, 1925 and 1929,
respectively (United States Bird Banding Laboratory,
2020).

The species with the most recoveries was blue-winged
teal (Spatula discors) with 1,432 band recoveries. We

FIG. 1—Generalized major migration routes of birds reaching Venezuela from North America. Black arrows are routes of birds
generally from the Pacific and Mississippi Flyways; gray arrows are routes of birds from Central and Atlantic Flyways.
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Á
lv

ar
ez

,
20

07

19
93

–2
00

1
A

n
d

ea
n

co
n

d
o

r
( V

u
lt

u
r

gr
yp

hu
s)

14
w

in
g-

an
d

ra
d

io
ta

gg
ed

co
n

d
o

rs
w

er
e

re
le

as
ed

in
M

ér
id

a
St

at
e

in
a

fa
il

ed
at

te
m

p
t

to
es

ta
b

li
sh

a
n

ew
b

re
ed

in
g

p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

.

T
o

rr
es

,
19

93
;

Sh
ar

p
e

et
al

.,
20

15

19
94

–p
re

se
n

t
G

ro
u

n
d

d
o

ve
s

an
d

o
th

er
sp

ec
ie

s
Se

ve
ra

l
st

u
d

ie
s

o
f

re
p

ro
d

u
ct

iv
e,

m
o

lt
,

an
d

ge
n

er
al

ec
o

lo
gy

o
f

C
o

lu
m

b
in

a
gr

o
u

n
d

d
o

ve
s

an
d

o
th

er
sp

ec
ie

s.

B
o

sq
u

e
et

al
.,

20
04

19
96

–p
re

se
n

t
Ye

ll
o

w
-s

h
o

u
ld

er
ed

A
m

az
o

n
(A

m
az

on
a

ba
rb

ad
en

si
s)

T
h

e
N

G
O

P
R

O
V

IT
A

h
as

b
ee

n
b

an
d

in
g

ch
ic

ks
fo

r
m

an
y

ye
ar

s
o

n
Is

la
M

ar
ga

ri
ta

.
L

o
ra

,
20

13
;

R
o

ja
s-

Su
ár

ez
,

20
14

42 vol. 67, no. 1The Southwestern Naturalist

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/The-Southwestern-Naturalist on 25 May 2023
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use	Access provided by United States Fish & Wildlife Service National Conservation Training Center



T
A

B
L

E
1—

C
o

n
ti

n
u

ed
.

Ye
ar

s
T

ax
a

b
an

d
ed

Su
m

m
ar

y
Se

le
ct

ed
re

fe
re

n
ce

s

19
99

–2
00

0
N

o
rt

h
er

n
w

at
er

th
ru

sh
,

m
o

u
rn

in
g

w
ar

b
le

r
(G

eo
th

ly
pi

s
ph

il
ad

el
ph

ia
)

St
u

d
y

o
f

th
e

u
n

d
er

st
o

ry
b

ir
d

co
m

m
u

n
it

y
st

ru
ct

u
re

in
a

ca
ca

o
p

la
n

ta
ti

o
n

in
C

u
m

b
o

to
,

A
ra

gu
a

St
at

e.
V

er
ea

an
d

So
ló
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ñ
ez

,
20

15
,

20
16

b

20
16

–p
re

se
n

t
N

ea
rc

ti
c–

N
eo

tr
o

p
ic

al
m

ig
ra

n
ts

an
d

m
an

y
sp

ec
ie

s
o

f
re

si
d

en
t

b
ir

d
s

C
o

n
st

an
t

ef
fo

rt
,

p
as

si
ve

m
is

t-
n

et
ti

n
g,

an
d

b
an

d
in

g
o

f
N

eo
tr

o
p

ic
al

–N
ea

rc
ti

c
m

ig
ra

n
t

la
n

d
b

ir
d

s
in

af
fi

li
at

io
n

w
it

h
th

e
M

o
SI

p
ro

gr
am

.

F
u

n
d

ac
ió
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áq

u
ir

a,
20

16
;

T
h

e
In

st
it

u
te

fo
r

B
ir

d
P

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
s,

20
20
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TABLE 2—Overall summary of Venezuelan band recoveries compiled among Venezuelan ornithological literature in both Spanish
and English, accessed public databases, web sites, blogs, social network, Facebook groups, and data from the United States (U.S.).
Bird Banding Laboratory and the Canadian Bird Banding Office, 1927–2017. Birds are listed in standard American Ornithological
Society taxonomic order, from presumed oldest to newest taxa, with like species grouped together.

Scientific name Common name Provenance No. of records % of total

Birds banded in North America

Spatula discors Blue-winged teal Canada 718 38.0
S. discors Blue-winged teal U.S. 714 37.8
S. cyanoptera Cinnamon teal U.S. 1 <0.1
Mareca americana American wigeon Canada 2 0.1
Anas acuta Northern pintail Canada 1 <0.1
A. crecca Green-winged teal Canada 1 <0.1
Aythya affinis Lesser scaup U.S. 1 <0.1
Fregata magnificens Magnificent frigatebird Barbuda 8 0.4
Sula leucogaster Brown booby U.S. Virgin Islands 2 0.1
Agamia agami Agami heron French Guyana 1 <0.1
Egretta thula Snowy egret U.S. 2 0.1
E. caerulea Little blue heron U.S. 4 0.2
E. tricolor Tricolored heron U.S. 3 0.2
Eudocimus ruber Scarlet ibis Trinidad 1 <0.1
Cathartes aura Turkey vulture Canada 9 0.5
Pandion haliaetus Osprey Canada 1 <0.1
P. haliaetus Osprey U.S. 92 4.9
Buteo platypterus Broad-winged hawk U.S. 2 0.1
B. swainsoni Swainson’s hawk U.S. 2 0.1
Charadrius semipalmatus Semipalmated plover U.S. 2 0.1
C. semipalmatus Semipalmated plover Canada 2 0.1
C. wilsonia Wilson’s plover U.S. 1 <0.1
Bartramia longicauda Upland sandpiper U.S. 2 0.1
Numenius phaeopus Whimbrel U.S. 1 <0.1
Limosa haemastica Hudsonian godwit U.S. 1 <0.1
Arenaria interpres Ruddy turnstone U.S. 9 0.5
Calidris canutus Red knot U.S. 3 0.2
C. himantopus Stilt sandpiper Canada 1 <0.1
C. minutilla Least sandpiper U.S. 1 <0.1
C. pusilla Semipalmated sandpiper Canada 2 0.1
Gallinago delicata Wilson’s snipe Canada 2 0.1
G. delicata Wilson’s snipe U.S. 1 <0.1
Onychoprion fuscatus Sooty tern U.S. 2 0.1
Hydroprogne caspia Caspian tern Canada 6 0.3
H. caspia Caspian tern U.S. 3 0.2
Sterna hirundo Common tern Canada 3 0.2
S. hirundo Common tern U.S. 85 4.5
S. dougallii Roseate tern U.S. 5 0.3
Thalasseus sandvicensis Sandwich tern (Nearctic) U.S. 1 <0.1
T. sandvicensis Sandwich tern (Neotropical) Aruba 4 0.2
T. maximus Royal tern U.S. 117 6.2
Falco columbarius Merlin U.S. 1 <0.1
F. peregrinus Peregrine falcon Canada 2 0.10
F. peregrinus Peregrine falcon U.S. 7 0.4
Tyrannus savana savana Fork-tailed flycatcher Argentina 5 0.3
Progne subis Purple martin U.S. 1 <0.1
Catharus fuscescens Veery U.S. 1 <0.1
Pheucticus ludovicianus Rose-breasted grosbeak U.S. 1 <0.1
Parkesia noveboracensis Northern waterthrush U.S. 4 0.2
Dolichonyx oryzivorus Bobolink U.S. 27 1.4

Total 1,861 100

Scientific name Common name Recovery site No. of records % of total

Birds banded in Venezuela

Dendrocygna autumnalis Black-bellied whistling duck Casanare, Colombia 3 23
Cathartes aura meridionalis Turkey vulture MO, KS, MN, USA 3 23
Calidris fuscicollis White-rumped sandpiper TX, KS (2), USA 3 23
Parkesia noveboracensis Northern waterthrush NJ, USA 4 31

Total 13 100
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recovered 714 (49.9%) blue-winged teal banded in
Canada and 718 (50.1%) banded in the United States
(Fig. 2). The recovery locations were distributed through-
out Venezuela (Table 3; Fig. 3). The majority of the blue-
winged teal (1,261, 88%) were recovered via hunter
harvest. The fastest recovery (i.e., time between banded
and recovered) was from a blue-winged teal banded in
Illinois in summer of 1941 and recovered 19 days later in
the Venezuelan state of Zulia. The longest-lived, and also

the farthest-distance, migrant was a blue-winged teal
banded in Alberta, Canada, in 1944 and recovered in
Zulia, 2,339 days later and 6,254 km from the location
where it was banded. The Canadian provinces of
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario were the origin of
40.0% of the blue-winged teal specimens, and the four
U.S. States—North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota,
and Iowa—accounted for an additional 26.5% of blue-
winged teal band recoveries. The remaining birds were
banded in the central and eastern areas of North America
(Fig. 2). These data have similar recovery locations, time
between banding and recovery, and original banding
locations to others of the same species, including birds
recovered elsewhere in the Neotropics (e.g., The Baha-
mas [Buden, 1991], Colombia [Botero and Rusch, 1988;
Botero et al., 2012], and Guatemala [Eisermann, in litt.]).

The second most recovered bird was the royal tern
(Thalasseus maximus), with 117 records, all from birds
banded in the United States. The majority (60.7%) of the
recovery locations in Venezuela were in the state of Zulia,
with the remaining recoveries spread throughout the
northern portion of the country (Table 4). The majority
of recoveries for royal terns came from birds tangled in
fishing gear (21 specimens, 18%) or were hunter-
harvested (19, 16%). (Royal terns are not legal game in
Venezuela, but enforcement is spotty.) The fastest
recovery (i.e., time between banded and recovered) was
five royal terns banded in the United States (three in
North Carolina, two in Virginia), and recovered 153 days
later in Venezuela; one each in the states of Anzoátegui
and Sucre, and one from an unspecified area; and two
recoveries in Zulia. The longest-lived royal tern was a bird
that was banded on 29 June 1988 in North Carolina and
shot on 10 August 2011 after 8,442 days (23 years, 1
month, 10 days) on the La Guajira Peninsula, Zulia. The
longevity record for this royal terns is 28.6 years (Buckley

FIG. 2—Canadian provinces and U.S. states of origin for 1,432 banded blue-winged teal recovered in Venezuela from 1926 to 2017.

TABLE 3—Band recovery locations in Venezuela of blue-
winged teal banded in North America, 1927–2017.

State No. of recaptures % of total

Zulia 567 39.6
Falcón 135 9.4
Carabobo 86 6.0
Aragua 57 4.0
Guárico 40 2.8
Trujillo 32 2.2
Apure 28 2.0
Monagas 26 1.8
Mérida 25 1.7
Anzoátegui 21 1.5
Portuguesa 15 1.0
Cojedes 14 1.0
Bolı́var 12 0.8
Delta Amacuro 12 0.8
Lara 12 0.8
Táchira 12 0.8
Nueva Esparta 11 0.8
Barinas 10 0.7
Miranda 10 0.7
Sucre 4 0.3
Yaracuy 3 0.2
Federal dependencies 1 0.1
Unspecified state 299 20.9

1,432 100.0
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and Buckley, 2002). The farthest recorded migrant was a
royal tern banded in June 1976 in the U.S. state of
Maryland and harvested 3,328 km away in the Venezuelan
state of Sucre in February 1977. Nearly all (99%) royal
terns were banded on the East Coast of the United States;
65 (55.6%) were banded in the U.S. state of North
Carolina, 37 (31.6%) in Virginia, 10 (8.6%) in South
Carolina, and 4 (3.4%) in Maryland. Only one individual
(<1%) was not banded on the East Coast, and this
individual was banded on the U.S. Gulf Coast in
Mississippi. These states of original banding correspond
roughly with band recoveries from The Bahamas (Buden,
1991) and Colombia (Casas, 2012).

The third and fourth most recovered species were
osprey and common tern, with 93 and 88 recoveries,
respectively. Of the 93 osprey recovered, only 1.0% were

banded in Canada; the rest were banded in the United
States. Principal means of recovery were that birds were
found dead (28, 30.1%) or shot (22, 23.7%). The longest-
lived osprey was a bird that was banded on 9 June 1975 in
Water View, Virginia (USA), and found dead on 1 June
1997 after 8,028 days (21 years, 11 months, 21 days) in the
Portuguesa state. The farthest and fastest recorded
migrant was an osprey banded on 8 July 1989 in Hillman,
Michigan, and found dead 4,945 km away in the
Venezuelan state of Amazonas in October 1989 after 86
days. From 88 common terns recovered, 3 birds (3.4%)
were banded in Canada, and the rest (85, 96.6%) were
banded in the United States. The longest-lived common
tern was a bird that was banded on 9 July 1992 in Great
Gull Island, New York (USA), and caught by hand on 16
October 2011 after 7,038 days (19 years, 3 months, 7 days)

FIG. 3—Recovery locations of 1,432 blue-winged teal in Venezuela, 1926–2017. All birds were banded in North America.

46 vol. 67, no. 1The Southwestern Naturalist

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/The-Southwestern-Naturalist on 25 May 2023
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use	Access provided by United States Fish & Wildlife Service National Conservation Training Center



in the coastal Mochima National Park (Anzoátegui state).
The farthest recorded migrant was a common tern
banded in 2 July 1970 in Alpena, Michigan, and caught
as a result of injuries 4,256 km away in the Venezuelan
state of Sucre on 31 August 1971. The fastest recovery was
a common tern banded on 15 August 1968 in Suffolk,
New York, and caught as a result of collision with a motor
vehicle on 2 October 1968 in La Guaira state (former
Vargas state) 48 days later.

In addition to the 4 aforementioned species, informa-
tion on Venezuelan band recoveries includes 38 other
species from 14 families. These recoveries include birds
banded in Canada, the U.S. mainland, Argentina, Aruba,
Barbuda, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Trinidad, and French
Guiana (Table 2). Despite the large number of passerines
(order Passeriformes) that migrate to, or through,
Venezuela from North America, only 7 (16.7%) of 42
passerine band recoveries have been reported to date: 1
veery (Catharus fuscescens; 2.4% of the total), 4 northern
waterthrush (Parkesia noveboracensis; 9.5%), 1 purple
martin (Progne subis; 2.4%), and 1 rose-breasted grosbeak
(Pheucticus ludovicianus; 2.4%). In addition, 5 fork-tailed
flycatchers banded at known breeding austral locations in
Argentina have been recovered on the species’ wintering
grounds in Venezuela (Jahn et al., 2013a).

Recoveries of Birds Banded in Venezuela—Fewer records
exist for birds banded or tagged in Venezuela and
recovered elsewhere (Table 2). Three black-bellied
whistling ducks (Dendrocygna autumnalis) banded at Hato
el El Frı́o in Apure State in January 1982 were harvested
in 1983 in the Casanare Department, Colombia, between
346 and 416 km distant (Chang et al., 1985; Correa-Viana,
1994). Three white-rumped sandpipers (Calidris fuscicol-
lis), banded and marked with black flags in Hato
Masaguaral in Guárico State in April 1984 were observed
a few weeks later in the U.S. states of Texas and Kansas
(Thomas, 1987). In Kansas, Minnesota, and Missouri,
there were approximately three sightings of turkey

vultures (Cathartes aura) that were marked with patagium
tags in Zulia Metropolitan Zoological Park, Maracaibo,
Zulia State (Hedlin et al., 2013; United States Bird
Banding Laboratory, 2020).

DISCUSSION—Bird banding, though a relatively old
scientific technique, is still valuable for documenting
the movements and longevity of many species. Our
compilation of band returns from birds banded or
recovered in Venezuela demonstrates diverse movement
and migration strategies for numerous avifauna. The
majority of the band recovery data in our study indicated
migrating North American– and Caribbean-breeding
passerines (order Passeriformes), shorebirds (order Char-
adriiformes), seabirds (orders Procellariiformes and
Pelicaniformes), and waterfowl (order Anseriformes)
traveled thousands of kilometers and either stopped-over,
or wintered, in Venezuela. These data highlight the
importance of maintaining habitat on the southern coast
of the Caribbean Sea in Venezuela. Apparently significant
proportions of the populations of several species,
including blue-winged teal, royal tern, common tern,
osprey, and six species of passerines are regular annual
visitors to the Venezuela coast.

Approximately 75% of birds either banded in, or
recovered in, Venezuela were from migration or stopover
sites near the north coast of the country. We acknowledge
these data may be biased as a result of the large
concentration of band returns from hunted birds that
stop-over or winter on the north coast. Researchers in
other areas have reported varying degrees of philopatry at
migration or stopover sites vis-à-vis breeding sites, some
indicating generally lower philopatry (Winker et al.,
1991), and some reporting philopatry consistent with
breeding sites philopatry reported in other studies
(Cantos and Tellerı́a, 1994; Rimmer and Darmstadt,
1996). Catry et al. (2004) argued that passerines should
have lower stopover site fidelity than do geese and waders,

TABLE 4—Band recovery locations in Venezuela for royal terns (Thalasseus maximus) banded in the United States, 1927–2017. NC¼
North Carolina; SC ¼ South Carolina; MD ¼Maryland; MS ¼Mississippi; VA ¼Virginia; — ¼ no data.

Venezuelan state of recovery
Total no. of

band recoveries
% of

total recovery

U.S. state where banded

NC SC MD MS VA

Zulia 71 60.7 44 7 1 — 19
Sucre 16 13.7 8 1 2 — 5
Falcón 10 8.5 3 1 — — 6
Anzoátegui 7 6 2 — — — 5
Carabobo 3 2.6 1 — — — 2
Nueva Esparta 2 1.7 1 1 — — —
Federal Dependencies 1 0.9 1 — — — —
Unspecified State 4 3.4 4 — — — —
Aragua 1 0.9 1 — — — —
La Guaira (former Vargas) 1 0.9 — — — 1 —
Monagas 1 0.9 — — 1 — —

Total 117 100 65 10 4 1 37
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and site faithfulness decreases as distance from either end
of the migratory journey increases. Given the relatively
long distances covered by most North American–breed-
ing migratory species that stopover in Venezuela, we
expected relatively low philopatry, and concomitantly low
band returns, at migration stopover sites. Between 1990
and 2017, researchers at the Paso Portachuelo site,
located on the north coast of Venezuela, have captured
and banded 7,175 individuals of 28 species of Nearctic–
Neotropical migrants, but with relatively few between-year
band recoveries (4 birds, 0.06%; Lentino, 2018). In
addition, relatively few researchers are actively banding in
Venezuela, although the number is growing with the
formation of the PAAVe, the Monitoring Overwinter
Survival (MoSI), and other programs and organizations.
These data suggest the current number of band returns
reported herein are conservative, and subsequently
underestimate Venezuela’s role as an important migratory
stopover location and wintering location for Nearctic–
Neotropical migrants.

The conservation of Nearctic–Neotropical migratory
birds is, by necessity, an international collaborative effort
because they conduct their annual life cycle among
numerous countries. Venezuela provides crucial habitat
both as a wintering location for numerous species, and as
a migration stopover point for North American–breeding
birds that winter farther south in South America.
Understanding the movement patterns, migratory con-
nectivity, and full annual cycle of Nearctic–Neotropical
migratory birds is a key component in any conservation
strategy. Although a century of band returns has provided
important information for some species, especially blue-
winged teal, royal tern, common tern, and osprey, data on
other avifauna are lacking. Venezuelan field biologists
and researchers are a critical component to acquire data
that complete information gaps, but the funding and
infrastructure necessary to facilitate a large-scale banding
effort in Venezuela are lacking. Complicating matters,
political, social, and economic conditions in Venezuela
are barriers that prevent successful implementation of
field research. Through the efforts of several researchers,
bird banding is still a valued scientific technique in
Venezuela and the practice is expanding with several new
initiatives.

Venezuela has a rich and diverse avifauna of tropical
resident, Neotropical migrant, and Austral migrant
species. Taxa reflected in recoveries are heavily skewed
toward birds recovered along coastal area, where the
human population is most concentrated, access is easier,
and sighting banded birds, such as shorebirds, is easier.
We recommend the initiation of a government- or
privately sponsored systematic country-wide program of
bird banding, similar to the MoSI or Monitoring Avian
Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) or programs of
passive mist-netting and monitoring in the United States,
and coordination among all entities to establish stan-

dardized methods, bird bands, reporting, and tracking of
band use and recoveries. We also recommend expanding
efforts inland into harder-to-reach areas, where a wider
diversity of bird taxa could be studied, banded, and
monitored.
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We are also extremely grateful to all of the researchers in North
and South America that have dedicated their time to banding
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AND M. GROSSELET. 2005. MoSI (Monitoreo de Sobrevivencia
Invernal): assessing habitat-specific overwintering survival of
Neotropical migratory landbirds. Pages 926–936 in Bird
conservation implementation and integration in the Amer-
icas (C. J. Ralph and T. D. Rich, editors). United States
Department of Agriculture Forest Service, General Technical
Report PSW-GTR-191.
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geográfica y fenológica de la familia Tyrannidae en Venezu-
ela. Informe de resultados 2015–2016. Report. Fundación
Cientı́fica ARA MACAO, San Carlos, Cojedes, Venezuela.
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Venezolano de Ornitologı́a (C. Casler, editor). Universidad
del Zulia & Unión Venezolana de Ornitólogos, Maracaibo,
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distribución de aves del sotobosque del Parque Nacional
Henri Pittier al norte de Venezuela. Ornitologia Neotropical
10:217–231.

WHITAKER, D. M., I. G. WARKENTIN, K. A. HOBSON, P. THOMAS, AND R.
BOARDMAN. 2018. Fall and winter movements of Newfound-
land Gray-cheeked Thrushes (Catharus minimus minimus).
Animal Migration 5:42–48.

WINKER, K., D. W. WARNER, AND A. R. WEISBROD. 1991. Unprece-
dented stopover site fidelity in a Tennessee Warbler. Wilson
Bulletin 103:512–514.

WITYNSKI, M. L., AND D. N. BONTER. 2018. Crosswise migration by
Yellow Warblers, Nearctic–Neotropical passerine migrants.
Journal of Field Ornithology 89:37–46.

Submitted 1 May 2020. Accepted 10 November 2022.
Associate Editor was Blake Grisham.
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